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Dublin, October 30, 1812. 

T* ib* Profrietori of the Belfast Magatoxt. 

CINCE the introduction of the vac- 
*^ cine inoculation, I have been uni- 
formly a ffie'nd to the measure, and 
am now fully persuaded of its success. 
Considering the powerful efficiency 
of this safe and simple preservative, 
it is much to be regretted that it 
is not universally employed. In 
many parts, the smallpox inocula- 
tion is still used, to the manifest 
danger of all children within the 
reach of one of the most virulent 
disorders with which we are ac- 
quainted. Quere : should not the 
legislature and the magistracy inter- 
pose, with a powerful band, to stop 
the progress of such an evil ? 

Notwithstanding, however, the 
preference which I give to the vac- 
cine inoculation, one difficulty strong- 
ly presses on my mind ; and I should 
be very happy, that some of your' 
medical correspondent! would be 
able to remove my scruples. I 
shall here briefly submit them to 
public consideration. 

It is generally allowed, that in 
order to have infection of a good 
quality, it is necessary that it should 
be taken from a healthy subject. If 
a child has any eruption on its skin, 
of appears to be under the influence 
of any considerable distemper, we 
pass it by, and prefer taking the 



vaccine fluid from the arm of a child 
who appears to be in perfect 
health. Now, I will improve On 
this suggestion, merely by extend- 
ing its application. Children, we 
know, have often hereditary com* 
plaints ; and though, at an early 
period, they may appear to be pe*« 
fectly strong and healthy, they of- 
ten bear the seeds of disease, decline 
And death in their constitutions, which 
will, at length, rack and destroy the 
human frame. Would we choose 
to have our children inoculated with 
infection procured from such sub' 
jects as these ? Would we not appre- 
hend the communication of that here- 
ditary taint, which has existed in the 
family ? I confess, that until I ant 
better informed, I would »« have 
my children vaccinated from infec* 
tion which I am thus led to consider 
impure. 

Nor do I express myself without 
consideration on this point. One re- 
markable case in point has presented 
itself to my observation : A child 
born of very healthy parents, was, 
for six or eight weeks, as strong and 
healthy as possible. No child could 
thrive better. It was vaccinated j 
and «ery soon thereafter discovered 
symptoms of disease. It was quick- 
ly covered with a violent and in- 
curable eruption. In' various re- 
spects, the child is still very sickly. 
Weak, and disordered. The physi- 
cian who attended says, the child's 
complaints did not originate in the 
inoculation ; but until the gentle- 
men of the faculty will show me, 
that lio other disease than that which 
accompanies the vaccine inoculation, 
is, or can be produced, I must en- 
tertain Very strong suspicions. 

Your's, &c. Vaccinator. 

Tt the Prftiettrs of the Self art $fegaxhu. 

I AGREE very fully with your 
correspondent S. M'S. in his ob- 



